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State Fiscal Health

� Revenue collections show an increase of 
8.5% over the July-February period.

� Since August 2003, Massachusetts' seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate has fallen from 
5.9% to 4.9% 

� DOR estimates that a personal income tax rate 
of 5.0 percent, if in effect for all of FY ‘07, would 
reduce tax revenue by $610 million, which 
could return us to a budget deficit.

Information available from the Mass Department of Revenue and the Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Available through Mass Department of Revenue at www.dor.state.ma.us/stats/RevRpt/index.htm



FY 2006 Accomplishments

� Secured funding to reduce gang violence including 
$11 million in grants for cities and towns last year 
and will also be included in FY ’07 budget.

� Chelsea received $1 million along with 8 other 
Metro Mayor Coalition cities for focused 
enforcement and gang prevention programs

� Secured $200,000 in funding for outreach and youth 
development for at-risk youth and young adults in 
Chelsea through ROCA, Inc.

� Elder Choice Program passed the Senate, gives 
elders more choice in how they receive long term 
care.
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Chapter 70 Funding

� The Senate increased Chapter 70 funding 
by over $200 million to help cities and towns 
recover from the major budget cuts in 2001. 

� The Senate budget will increase Chapter 70 
funding for Chelsea by $2.17 million.



Lottery Disbursement to Chelsea 
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Lottery Disbursement

� The FY ‘07 budget will redistribute all of 
the lottery proceeds to cities and towns.

� In FY ’07, Chelsea will receive $1.18 
million in additional local aid.

� This is a direct payment to the city, it can 
choose to use it however it wishes, 
relieving pressure on property tax payers.



FY ’07 Accomplishments for Chelsea

� $200,000 in funding for Centro Latino de 
Chelsea’s work force development program and 
the Chelsea Collaborative

� $200,000 for ROCA, Inc.

� $15,000 for the Chelsea Latin American Festival

� Chelsea Nursing Home’s “Greenhouse” Program

� Bunker Hill Community College borrowing 
authorization to build a Health and Wellness 
Center.



New Health Care Legislation

� Requires all residents to obtain health insurance 
by July 1, 2007.

� Expands Medicaid to cover children in families 
earning up to 300% FPL.

� Restores all MassHealth benefits, including 
dental and vision.

� Employers with more than 10 employees who 
don’t offer insurance will be required to pay a fee 
of $295 per full-time employee per year.

� Free care pool free rider surcharge
� Subsidized insurance plans and new plans for 

young adults will be available.



A Note on Car Insurance

� Many constituents have contacted my office 
concerned about car insurance.

� Pure competition would result in increased 
rates to step 9 drivers in Revere:
� Drivers with <3 years of experience without an 

accident would see their rates go up 41% 
� Experienced drivers (>6 years without an 

accident) would also see rates up by 6.9%

� I will oppose any “reform” which will result in 
increased costs to the safest drivers in 
Revere and other urban communities.



Discussion


